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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  the  Year  1948 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Wymondham  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1948,  which 
is  compiled  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Details  of  vital  statistics  for  Wymondham  Urban  District  are 
given  below. 

The  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population  to  be  5,514, 
which  is  an  increase  of  74  on  the  population  for  1947.  The  Live 
Birth  Rate  was  15.41  per  1,000  which  is  2.49  less  than  the  general 
rate  for  England  and  Wales,  and  5.81  per  1,000  less  than  the  Birth 
Rate  in  Wymondham  during  1947.  There  is  therefore  a  significant 
drop  in  the  Birth  Rate  during  the  year  1948  as  compared  with  1947. 
As  the  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  has  also  dropped  it  would 
seem  that  the  post-war  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate  is  now  abating. 

The  Death  Rqte  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  12.88 
for  1948,  which  shows  a  very  slight  increase  over  the  Rate  for  1947, 
which  was  n.95.  The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  during 
1948  was  10.8  per  1,000,  so  that  the  corresponding  Rate  for 
Wymondham  is  slightly  higher  than  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 
There  is,  however,  still  a  reasonable  margin  of  births  over  deaths. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  1948  was  22.98  per  1,000  total 
births,  which  is  less  than  the  figure  for  1947  and  is  quite  low.  The 
Mortality  Rate  for  infants  under  one  year  was  94.1  per  1,000  Live 
Births,  which  shows  an  increase  on  the  figure  for  1947. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
during  the  year  under  review,  two  of  these  were  due  to  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  one  was  due  to  infantile  paralysis.  No  woman  in 
the  Urban  District  died  fiom  puerperal  sepsis  or  other  maternal 
causes,  which  is  highly  satisfactory. 
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There  was  a  sharp  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  as  compared  with  1947.  This  was  mainly  due  to  an  increase 
in  the  numbers  of  cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough.  There  was 
an  explosive  outbreak  of  measles  among  young  children  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year,  during  which  a  total  of  76  cases  were  noti¬ 
fied.  This  was  followed  by  a  moderate  outbreak  of  whooping 
cough  during  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year,  which  pro¬ 
duced  37  cases.  Not  a  single  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the 
year,  which  gives  proof  of  the  great  success  of  the  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  work  in  the  District. 

During  the  year  five  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  added  to  the 
register  of  the  District.  The  total  number  of  cases  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  49,  which  is  an  increase  of  five  over  the  figures  for  1947. 
The  49  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  made  up  of  25  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  24  non-pulmonary.  The  increase  is  in  non- 
pulmonary  cases  only. 

The  Area  of  your  District  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,950  acres 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate)  ...  ...  5,514 

Rateable  Value . £20,931 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £82 


Vitai  Statistics. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

39 

41 

80 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

3 

5 

"85 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population 

... 

I5-4I 

STILL  BIRTHS 

MALE 

FEMALE 

Legitimate 

— 

I 

I 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 
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Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  .  22.98 

DEATHS 

Number  . 71  (Male:  40,  Female:  31) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .  12.88 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  other  Maternal 

Causes  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  Nil 
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Death  Rate  of  infants  under  i  year  per  1,000  Live 

Births  .  94.1 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  .  .  10 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

and  other  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  ...  27 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  ...  .  3 


Analysis  of  Causes  of  Death  during  1948. 

TOTAL 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH  (ALL  AGES) 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  9 

Heart  Disease .  .  ...  ...  15 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  .  3 

Bronchitis  .  ...  ...  ...  7 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  — 

Digestive  Diseases  .  ...  2 

Nephritis  .  2 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Malformations,  etc.  ...  .  4 

Suicide  .  ...  .  ...  2 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ...  .  ...  1 

Other  Violent  Causes  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory  System) .  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  2 

All  other  causes  .  ...  ...  7 
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Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1948  (other  than 


Tuberculosis) . 

1ST 

QTR. 

2ND 

QTR. 

3RD 

QTR. 

4TH 

QTR 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

I 

4 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

26 

11 

5 

Measles 

76 

I 

— 

— 

Ac.  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  — 

Total  Number  of  Infectious  Diseases 

... 

00 

co 

H 

H 

1 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

With  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Scheme  Act  in 
July,  1948,  the  responsibility  for  the  Public  Diphtheria  Immunisa¬ 
tion  Scheme  passed  from  the  Urban  District  to  the  Norfolk  County 
Council.  The  percentage  of  children  under  15  in  the  District 
immunised  against  Diphtheria  has,  however,  been  well  maintained 
and  is  at  least  80%. 


Water  Supplies. 

The  Mains  Water  Supply  of  the  Urban  District  continued  to  be 
adequate  in  quantity  and  satisfactory  in  quality  throughout  the 
year.  Some  anxiety  however,  was  felt  about  the  gradual  sinking 
of  the  water  level  in  the  bores  at  the  head  works,  which  is  sugges¬ 
tive  of  a  slow  lowering  of  the  water  table  from  which  the  water  is 
derived.  The  Council,  however,  is  fully  aware  of  this,  and  the 
necessary  steps  are  now  in  hand  to  deal  with  any  possible  future 
shortage  of  water.  Further  details  of  the  Council’s  water  supply 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

As  mentioned  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1947,  the  Council’s 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  now  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  population  whose  houses  are  connected  with  the  Sewer.  The 
positron  at  the  Sewage  Works  has  been  further  aggravated  by  the 
cracking  of  the  concrete  walls  of  the  sedimentation  tanks  and  dos¬ 
ing  chamber.  A  serious  situation  could  easily  arise  if  the  tanks  so 
damaged  were  to  collapse,  and  the  whole  sewage  disposal  system 
of  the  town  would  be  rendered  ineffective.  The  Council  has  taken 
energetic  steps  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs,  but  owing  to  delays  in 
obtaining  materials  and  other  circumstances  arising  out  of  the 
economic  state  of  the  Country,  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  put 
the  sewage  works  in  an  efficient  condition. 


Housing. 

There  is  still  a  serious  shortage  of  houses  for  persons  living 
in  the  District,  and  there  are  149  applications  to  the  Council  for 
accommodation  in  Council  Houses,  which  it  is  not  yet  possible  to 
meet.  Of  the  149  applications,  84  are  from  families  with  one  or  no 
children.  This  means  that  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  married 
persons  in  the  District  who  are  deliberately  limiting  their  families 
because  of  lack  of  accommodation.  Another  aspect  of  the  housing 
situation  is  the  large  number  of  houses  in  need  of  major  repairs 
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to  render  them  fit  for  human  habitation,  and  certainly  the  time  is 
ripe  to  embark  on  a  scheme  for  the  repair  of  houses  which  can  be 
brought  up  to  a  reasonable  standard,  and  furthermore  a  good  many 
houses  economically  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  should  be  demo¬ 
lished  and  the  sites  cleared  for  new  building. 


I  conclude  by  thanking  the  members  of  the  Council  and  their 
staff  for  their  kind  co-operation  during  the  year,  and  I  would  like 
to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Hudson,  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  for 
the  excellent  work  he  has  done  for  the  Urban  District  during  the 
period. 


July,  1948. 


Yours  faithfully, 

W.  W.  SINCLAIR,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Wymondham  Urban  District. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report 

1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wymondham  Urban 

District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  first  Annual  Report  as  Sanitary  Inspector, 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948.  I  took  up  my  duties 
with  your  authority  on  the  1st  April,  1948,  the  Report,  therefore, 
deals  principally  with  the  nine  months  beginning  on  that  date. 


Staff. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  in  addition  the  Appointments  of 
Highway  Surveyor,  Building  Surveyor  and  Petroleum  Inspector, 
and  has  the  services  of  one  male  clerk. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  system  of  sewerage  in  the  Town  is  a  partially  separate 
system.  I  understand  it  was  originally  intended  that  it  should  be 
a  separate  system,  but  a  considerable  quantity  of  surface  water  now 
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finds  its  way  into  the  sewers  and  the  Lea  Recorder  shows  that  the 
flow  increases  from  about  200,000  gallons  (average  dry  weather 
flow)  to  above  the  1,000,000  mark  during  periods  of  heavy  rain.  To 
my  knowledge  there  is  no  surcharging  and  the  system  has  continued 
to  work  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  There  have  been  very  few 
stoppages,  and  these  were  of  a  minor  character  requiring  only  rod- 
ding  to  release  them. 

The  old  system  of  sewerage  is  still  in  being  and  consists  of  a 
number  of  brick  barrel  arches  with  outfalls  to  the  rrver.  This  is 
used  for  surface  water  drainage  including  highways,  although  quite 
a  number  of  sink  drains  are  still  connected.  These  sewers  are  in  a 
poor  condition  and  are  a  continual  source  of  trouble.  One  18" 
diameter  brick  barrel  was  found  to  be  so  silted  up  that  i'ts  effective 
capacity  was  not  much  more  than  that  of  a  4"  pipe. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  situated  to  the  North  West  of 
the  Town  a  little  over  a  mile  from  the  Market  Place.  The  works 
consist  of  Grit  Chambers  and  Sedimentation  Tanks  in  duplicate, 
Dozing  Chamber  and  three  Percolating  Filters,  Humus  Tank  and 
Sludge  Beds.  The  works  are  working  above  capacity,  both  grit 
chambers  and  sedimentation  tanks  and  the  three  filters  are  con¬ 
stantly  in  use,  allowing  no  rest  period.  The  mass  concrete  wTalls  of 
the  sedimentation  tanks  and  dozing  chamber  are  fractured  and  sew¬ 
age  is  pouring  through  the  cracks  and  saturating  the  surrounding 
ground.  The  sludge  beds  are  inadequate  and  the  liquor  from  these 
runs  directly  into  a  ditch,  which  in  turn  enters  the  river.  The 
Council  are  fully  aware  of  the  conditions  at  the  works  and  their 
Consulting  Engineers  have  the  matter  in  hand.  The  construction 
of  a  new  Dozing  Chamber  is  to  be  proceeded  with  immediately. 


Water. 

(a)  Mains  Supply. 

There  is  a  piped  water  supply  in  the  Urban  part  of  the  District, 
with  pumping  station  situated  at  Wicklewood  in  the  Rural  District 
of  Forehoe  and  Henstead.  The  undertaking  is  owned  by  the 
Wymondham  Urban  District  Council. 

The  headworks  comprise  2-12"  boreholes  each  300  feet  in  depth 
2-Harland  Centrifugal  pumps  each  capable  of  delivering  10,000 
gallons  per  hour  when  installed  in  1933;  the  actual  pumping  rate  is 
now,  however,  in  the  region  of  9,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  water 
is  filtered,  softened  and  chlorinated  and  the  storage  reservoir  has  a 
capacity  of  240,000  gallons. 
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There  are  between  io  and  n  miles  of  mains  with  diameters  of 
from  3"  to  7",  serving  about  2 /3rd  of  the  total  population  of  the 
Urban  District,  by  gravity. 

The  water  from  the  bores  has  a  hardness  of  19.6  degrees  (17.5 
temporary  and  2.1  permanent)  this  is  reduced  by  treatment  to  about 
7  degrees  of  hardness. 

During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  carry  out  a  major  overhaul  of 
the  pumps  and  on  the  completion  of  this  work  it  was  found  that 
they  were  still  capable  of  pumping  10,000  gallons  per  hour. 

In  April,  1949,  the  comparison  of  water  levels  in  the  bores 
was  as  follows :  — 

NORMAL  PRESENT 

REST  PUMPING  REST  PUMPING 

70  ft.  80  ft.  76  ft.  6in.  93  ft.  6  in. 

Three  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  Bacteriological 
examination  and  in  each  case  the  result  was  the  same,  viz :  — 

“  This  sample  is  highly  satisfactory." 

The  result  of  a  chemical  analysis  of  a  sample  of  the  water  taken 


during  the  year  was  as  follows,  viz :  — 

RESULTS  OF  ANALYSIS 

GRAINS  PER  GALLON 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ... 

.0015 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

.0015 

Combined  Chlorine 

1-5 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ... 

Nil 

Nitrites  ... 

Nil 

Hardness  before  boiling  . 

H 

0 

OPINION  OF  ANALYST. 

This  water  is  of  excellent  quality  and  quite  fit  for  drinking  and 
the  general  purposes  of  a  public  supply.  The  hardness  has  evidently 
been  reduced  to  a  moderate  extent. 

Water  is  supplied  in  bulk  to  the  Forehoe  and  Henstead  Rural 
District  Council  to  meet  the  requirements  of  four  parishes  to  the 
west  of  and  adjoining  the  Urban  District,  and  in  December,  1948, 
a  Local  Inquiry  was  held  by  the  Minister  of  Health  with  regard  to 
the  extension  of  this  service  to  one  further  parish,  Hethersett,  which 
lies  to  the  east  of  the  Urban  District. 
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The  supplying  of  Hethersett  would  necessitate  the  extension  of 
the  main  along  the  Norwich  Road,  as  the  existing  terminus  of  this 
main  is  approximately  1,000  yards  from  the  Urban  District  boundary. 
This  extension  within  the  Urban  District  would  bring  a  piped  supply 
to  a  further  35  properties,  chiefly  cottages,  depending  at  present  on 
unsatisfactory  shallow  wells  for  a  water  supply. 

To  meet  the  increasing  consumption  of  water,  which  has  had 
the  effect  of  lowering  the  pressure  in  the  mains,  in  some  cases  to 
the  point  of  causing  inconvenience  to  consumers,  the  Council 
instructed  its  Consulting  Engineers  to  submit  proposals  for  meeting 
the  situation.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  schemes  were  either  in  hand 
or  in  course  of  preparation  covering  Link  Mains,  Booster  Station  and 
major  additions  to  the  Headworks. 


(b)  Other  Supplies. 

As  stated  previously  approximately  1  /  3rd  of  the  total  population 
is  not  served  by  the  piped  supply  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
farms  where  bores  have  been  sunk,  these  people  have  to  rely  on 
shallow  wells  for  their  water  supply.  There  are  still  quite  a  number 
of  properties  within  the  limits  of  the  piped  supply  relying  on  shallow 
wells.  Of  a  total  of  14  samples  taken  from  shallow  wells  during 
the  year,  only  two  were  reported  as  satisfactory,  in  four  of  the 
remainder  the  presence  of  faecal  coli  was  reported.  In  four  cases, 
where  a  piped  supply  was  available,  the  premises  were  connected 
and  the  wells  closed,  and  in  two  further  cases  the  supply  was  made 
satisfactory  by  carrying  out  work  to  the  well  in  question. 

The  general  position  with  regard  to  shallow  wells  is  that  the 
water  levels  are  falling  and  much  below  normal.  Some  are  known  to 
be  dry. 


Summary  of  Water  Officer  s  Weekly  Reports  for  the  Year 
ended  31st  December,  1948. 

MONTH  WATER  PUMPED  AND  SOFTENED  LIME  USED  ALUMINA  USED 


January 

3,842,000 

11,970 

304 

February 

3,510,000 

10,825 

304 

March 

4,481,000 

13.874 

380 

April 

4,692,000 

14,026 

304 

May 

4,751,000 

13,272 

4°4 

June 

5,348,000 

14,896 

376 

July 

5,391,000 

13,062 

424 

August 

5,697,000 

12,708 

404 

8 


September 

5,673,000 

i3>342 

376 

October 

5, 339, ooo 

11,508 

452 

November 

5,501,000 

12,068 

352 

December 

5,738,000 

12,712 

304 

59,963,000 

154,263  lbs. 

4,384  lbs. 

tons  cwts.  lbs.  =  tons  cwts.  lbs. 

69  19  59  1 

19  16 

1947 

51,869,420 

65  15  69  1 

7  20 

Increase  of 

8,093,580 

4  3  102 

11  108 

2,573  lbs. 

of  lime  used  to  every  1,000  gallons 

CONNECTIONS  FROM  MAIN  TO 

FROM  STOP-COCK 

METERS 

STOP-COCK 

TO  PREMISES 

INSTALLED 

January 

— 

I 

— 

February 

— 

4 

— 

March 

— 

5 

— 

April 

— 

— 

May 

— 

2 

• — 

June 

2 

6 

— 

July 

2 

6 

I 

August 

3 

2 

— 

September 

— 

— 

— 

October 

4 

4 

— 

November 

1 

10 

— 

December 

— 

17 

— 

12 

57 

I 

Parish  of  Hingham  consumed 

Wymondham  alone  consumed  . 

Average  daily  consumption  in  Wymondham 
Consumption  through  meter  (including 

Hingham)  .  1948 

Ditto  . 1947 


7,368,600  gallons 
52,594,400  gallons 
144,094  gallons 

r7, 877, 768  gallons 
18,473,312  gallons 


Decrease  of  595  >544  gallons 


NO.  OF  CONSUMERS 

Meters  52.  Special  arrangements  22.  Building  supplies  7. 
Domestic  1192.  Total  of  1273. 
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Housing. 

In  common  with  the  Country  as  a  whole,  Wymondham  has  its- 
housing  problem.  The  register  of  applications  for  council  houses 
shows  149  live  applications,  from  persons  residing  or  working  in 
the  Urban  District,  made  up  as  follows:  — 


Childless  families 
One  child  families  ... 

Families  with  two  or  more  children 
Old  people  requiring  bungalows  ... 


3i 

53 

54 
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The  number  of  persons  who  have  applied  for  and  are  still  await¬ 
ing  the  issue  of  a  licence  to  build  a  house  for  themselves  is  32,  plus 
2  who  wish  to  build  with  the  aid  of  assistance  under  Sec.  3  of  the 
Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1938,  as  amended  by  Sec.  13  of 
the  Housing  (Financial  Misc.  Provisions)  Act,  1946. 

During  the  year  43  houses  were  completed  and  occupied,  36  by 
the  Council  and  7  by  private  enterprise,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year 
28  were  under  construction,  22  by  the  Council  and  6  by  private 
enterprise. 

The  position  with  regard  to  post-war  housing  at  the  end  of  the 
year  under  review  was  that  a  grand  total  of  123  houses  had  been 
completed  and  occupied,  15  temporary  and  74  permanent  houses 
by  the  Council  and  34  by  private  enterprise. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  cottage  property  in  the  district  is  from 
100  to  300  years  old  and  in  most  cases  modern  sanitation  or  other 
amenities  are  lacking.  Enforced  neglect  during  the  war  years  and 
in  many  cases  neglect  dating  back  to  many  years  prior  to  the  war, 
has  resulted  in  a  high  percentage  of  the  cottages  being  in  a  state  of 
dilapidation.  Repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  several  during  the 
year,  chiefly  by  the  issue  of  informal  notices,  after  inspection  of 
the  cottages,  following  complaints  from  the  tenants. 

When  the  list  of  applications  for  council  houses  has  been 
appreciably  reduced  it  will  then  be  necessary  to  carry  out  a  survey 
to  ascertain  how  many  more  new  houses  will  be  required  to  replace 
old  cottages  ripe  for  demolition,  and  to  abate  overcrowding. 

A  new  Housing  Bill,  now  before  Parliament,  contains  two 
clauses  which  will  greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  modernising  old 
property,  viz:  — 

1.  A  local  authority  will  be  able  to  give  assistance  to 

owners,  by  wray  of  grants,  in  respect  of  the  improvement  of 

dwellings  privately  owned,  provided  the  local  authority  is  satis- 
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fied  that  the  dwellings  will  provide  satisfactory  housing  accom¬ 
modation  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  thirty  years  from  the 
completion  of  the  works. 

2.  A  local  authority  will  be  able  to  acquire  land  and  sell 
or  lease  it  to  owners  of  houses,  adjoining  such  land,  to  enable 
them  to  carry  out  works  of  alteration,  enlargement,  repair  or 
improvement. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  being  both  new  to 
the  District,  gave  special  attention  during  the  year  to  premises  used 
for  the  preparation  of  food. 

Butchers  Shops  and  Slaughter  Houses. 

These  have  been  visited  several  times  and  we  have  had  no 
occasion  to  find  fault.  There  is  no  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter  House 
in  the  District  and  the  Slaughter  Houses  are  used  only  for  the 
slaughter  of  prgs  under  licence  for  home  consumption.  Seventy- 
two  pigs  passed  through  the  two  slaughter  houses  during  the  year 
and  most  of  these  were  inspected. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  six  bakehouses  in  the  District,  most  of  which  were 
found  to  be  in  good  condition.  In  three  cases  the  standard  of  clean¬ 
liness  was  excellent  and  in  two  cases  attention  was  drawn  to  small 
matters  requiring  improvements.  In  one  case,  however,  conditions 
were  far  from  satisfactory  as  the  premises  were  totally  unsuitable 
for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  used.  After  several  visits  and 
discussions  with  the  owners  they  finally  agreed  to  go  ahead  with  a 
scheme  for  an  entirely  new  bakehouse,  and  I  am  hoping  that  the 
work  will  be  completed  during  1949. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

There  are  three  fried  fish  shops  in  the  District  and  these  have 
all  be  inspected  on  several  occasions.  One  of  these  is  a  compara¬ 
tively  new  structure  and  the  conditions  are  excellent.  The  other  two 
were  clean,  but  in  one  case  the  accommodation  was  inadequate  and 
in  the  other  improvements  were  necessary.  Steps  are  being  taken 
by  the  owners,  after  informal  notice,  to  bring  their  premises  up  to 
the  standard  requested  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  next  year 
that  conditions  in  these  establishments  are  satisfactory. 
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Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

There  are  53  Milk  Producers  in  the  Urban  area  made  up  as 
under :  — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  ...  ...  8 

Accredited  Producers  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Non-Designated  Producers  ...  ...  ...  40 

Biological  sampling  of  Milk  for  Tuberculosis  is  carried  out  by 
the  Norfolk  County  Council  and  a  report  received  in  September  on 
samples  taken  in  the  Urban  District,  gave  the  following  results:  — 
DESIGNATIONS  NEGATIVE  POSITIVE  EXAMINATIONS  NOT  C IMPLETED 
Tuberculin  Tested  5  —  — 

Accredited  2  —  — 

Non-Designated  28  —  1 

Two  non-designated  producers  were  added  to  the  list  of 
accredited  producers  and  one  to  that  of  the  Tuberculin  Tested  Pro¬ 
ducers  during  the  year.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  several  inquiries 
from  non-designated  producers  regarding  transfer  to  one  of  the  two 
designations  were  being  dealt  with.  The  National  Agricultural 
Advisory  Service  is  doing  good  work  by  giving  advice  on  the  best 
methods  of  adapting  existing  premises  to  meet  the  requirements  for 
producing  a  designated  milk. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  milk  produced  in  the  area  passes 
through  the  Depot  of  the  Mid-Norfolk  Dairies,  Ltd.  This  Depot 
acts  as  a  distribution  centre  for  the  milk,  conditions  are  good, 
although  the  premises  are  not  ideal.  A  laboratory  on  the  premises 
keeps  check  on  the  milk. 

Since  taking  up  my  duties  as  Sanitary  Inspector,  I  have  not 
found  it  possible  during  the  nine  months  of  the  year  to  visit  many 
of  the  53  producers.  Practically  the  only  ones  visited  have  been 
those  applying  for  or  hoping  to  apply  for  licences  to  produce  design¬ 
ated  milk. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  is  one  manufacturer  who  is  also  a  retailer  of  ice  cream 
in  the  District  and  ten  other  retailers.  Before  a  licence  is  issued  to  a 
retailer,  the  Public  Health  Authority  in  whose  area  the  ice  cream 
is  manufactured,  is  contacted  and  information  obtained  as  to  whether 
the  mode  of  manufacture  is  satisfactory.  Three  samples  were  taken 
during  the  year  with  the  following  results:  — 

Sample  No.  1  ...  Grade  IV 

Sample  No.  2  ...  Grade  II 

Sample  No.  3  ...  Grade  III 


(Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  69/47  stated  that  if  out  of  the  four 
grades,  ice  cream  consistently  fails  to  reach  grades  one  and  two,  it 
would  be  reasonable  to  regard  this  as  indicating  defects  of  manu¬ 
facture  or  of  handling,  which  calls  for  further  investigation). 

Domestic  Scavenging. 

The  domestic  scavenging  of  the  Town  is  carried  out  by  direct 
labour.  One  motor  vehicle  and  two  men  are  employed  on  the  work 
which  consists  of  emptying  weekly :  — 

225  pailclosets  and 
1,124  dust  bins. 

In  addition  there  are  five  vault  closets  still  in  use  and  these 
are  emptied  as  and  when  necessary.  The  men  also  collect  trade 
refuse  from  a  number  of  premises,  for  which  service  the  owners  are 
charged  6d.  in  the  £  of  the  rateable  value  of  the  premises. 

The  scavenging  service  does  not  cover  the  whole  of  the  Urban 
area,  the  limits  are  at  present  roughly  as  follows:  — 

Norwich  Road — as  far  as  the  “  Old  Oak  ”  Public  House; 

Browick  Road — as  far  as  the  Council  Houses; 

Silfield  Road — as  far  as  the  last  Council  House;  and 

London  Road — including  the  two  cottages  near  Longfields 
House; 

Cavick  Road — as  far  as  the  river. 

To  the  North  of  the  Town,  Tuttles  Lane  is  roughly  the  limit  of 
collection. 

The  Council  now  have  some  30  houses  in  the  Spooner  Row — 
Suton  Area,  which  is  not  covered  by  the  scheme.  The  practice  of 
disposing  of  household  refuse  including  the  contents  of  pails  by  bury¬ 
ing  in  the  gardens  of  houses,  tends  in  time  to  become  a  nuisance. 
The  extending  of  the  scavenging  scheme,  as  soon  as  the  Council 
are  able  to  do  so,  to  include  such  areas  would  be  beneficial. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  various  building  materials  and  the 
requirements  of  new  houses  it  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Government 
to  permit  local  authorities  to  proceed  with  closet  conversion  schemes 
on  a  large  scale  at  the  present  time.  It  was  possible,  however,  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  to  get  14  pails  converted  to  waterclosets. 

In  July  the  collection  of  salvage  was  reorganised.  A  trailer 
was  purchased  for  towing  behind  the  refuse  lorry  and  one  additional 
man  was  appointed  to  carry  out  the  house-to-house  collection. 
Salvage  is  collected  fortnightly  and  the  operator  bales  the  paper 
during  the  week  when  he  is  not  collecting. 
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The  Refuse  Tip  situated  in  Strayground  Lane,  had  developed 
into  an  insanitary  dump.  During  the  war  years  it  got  out  of  hand 
owing,  chiefly,  to  random  tipping  by  the  Military  Authorities,  and 
since  the  war  it  has  not  been  possible,  owing  to  labour  shortage,  to 
carry  out  work  to  abate  the  nuisance.  (The  Tip  has  now  been 
levelled  by  a  bulldozer  and  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  seal  it  in  the  near 
future).  Steps  are  being  taken  to  acquire  a  new  tip  and  when  this 
is  done  the  old  tip  will  be  closed. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  has  accepted  permanent  delegation  from  the 
County  Council  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919.  They 
have  also  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  whereby,  provided,  among  other  things,  a  free 
service  is  given  to  dwelling  houses,  then  50%  of  the  total  expendi¬ 
ture  on  rodent  control  will  be  refunded  by  the  Ministry. 

The  sewerage  system  of  the  Town  Was  treated  in  July. 
Fifteen  manholes  on  various  sections  of  the  system  were  p  re-baited, 
but  in  each  case  the  result  was  “  No  Take.” 

One  of  the  Council’s  employees  is  a  trained  rodent  operative 
and  he  is  employed  part-time  on  rodent  control.  Besides  treating 
the  Council’s  own  property,  he  has  made  46  visits  to  private  pro¬ 
perties  during  the  year.  Of  these  nine  were  to  business  premises, 
in  respect  of  which  a  charge  was  made  for  the  operator’s  services. 
Owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  it  has  not  been  possible  during  the 
year  to  do  much  more  than  deal  with  actual  complaints. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  40  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district,  of  which 
the  principal  are  two  large  brush  works  and  two  laundries.  During 
the  year  new  sanitary  conveniences  have  been  provided  at  two 
factories,  and  at  one  additions  were  made  to  exrsting  conveniences. 
Plans  were  submitted  for  a  new  canteen  at  one  of  the  brush  works, 
and  as  this  was  on  a  first  floor,  the  owners  were  asked  to  provide  a 
secondary  means  of  exit.  Cases  of  rats  and  mice  infestation 
at  two  factories  were  also  dealt  with. 

For  further  work  under  this  heading  see  also  report  on  bake¬ 
houses. 

Shops  Acts. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops' 
Acts  of  1934  during  the  year  under  review. 


Swimming  Baths. 

There  is  a  privately-owned  covered  swimming  bath  in  the  town, 
with  a  capacity  of  about  35,000  gallons.  Water  is  obtained  from 
the  town  supply  and  is  steam  heated.  The  outlet  is  into  one  of  the 
old  barrel  arch  sewers  finally  emptying  into  the  river.  The  bath  is 
well  patronised,  especially  by  parties  of  school  children  and  R.A.F. 
personnel. 

Several  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination,  and  when  the  water  was  being  changed  once  weekly,  the 
results  of  these  were  not  very  satisfactory.  The  water  is  now  being 
changed  twice  weekly.  The  matter  is  being  kept  under  observation 
and  the  Medical  Officer  and  myself  have  had  discussions  with  the 
Proprietor  with  a  view  to  the  provision  of  some  method  of  chlorina¬ 
tion  being  adopted. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

The  District  has  no  large  camping  problem,  the  odd  cases  which 
arise  of  solitary  caravans  are  controlled  by  the  issue  of  licences 
under  Sec.  269,  of  the  P.H.A.,  1936. 

Two  cases  of  the  unauthorised  use  of  sites  and  erection  of  living 
sheds  were  referred  to  the  Norfolk  County  Council  for  action  under 
the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947. 


Summary  of  Inspections,  etc. 


INSPECTIONS 

INFORMAL 

STATUTORY 

HOUSING 

NOTICE 

NOTICE 

•  Council  Houses  for  repairs,  etc. 

88 

— 

— 

Other  Houses  ... 

67 

15 

— 

Dust  Bins 

5 

2 

5 

Pail  Closets  . 

8 

13 

— 

New  Houses,  etc.,  during 
erection 

52 

Drains  (29  tests) 

45 

— 

— 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

Town  Supply  (4  samples  taken) 

6 

_ 

_ 

Other  Supplies  (12  samples 
taken) 

61 

5 

1 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

22' 

— 

— 

2 — new  conveniences  by  agreement 
1 — additions  to  conveniences 

FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Bakehouses  (action  pending  in 

1  case)  ...  . 

II 

3 

Slaughter  Houses,  Butchers 
Shops  (approx.  60  pigs 


examined)  .  34 

Fried  Fish  Shops  (action  pend¬ 
ing  in  1  case)  ...  ...  8 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  8 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ice  Cream  (3  samples  taken)  ...  5 

Public  Houses  .  11 

Food  Condemnations: 

12  lbs  boiled  sweets. 

10  tins  of  various  foods. 


16  tins  (71  lbs.)  corned  beef. 

5  stone  fish. 

INSECT  PESTS 

(Species  sent  for  identification, 

and  advice  given)  ...  2 

FILTHY  PREMISES 

(1  case  taken  to  Court  by 
N.S.P.C.C.  evidence  given 
by  Sanitary  Inspector)  ...  10 

infectious  diseases.  (Reports  to 

M.O.H.  (3  rooms  fumigated)  5 

swimming  baths.  (3  samples  of 
water  taken.  Further  action 
pending)  ...  .  6 

other  inspections.  (Complaints, 

etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

CIVIL  BUILDING  CONTROL  '  ...  5  3 

HABITATION  CERTIFICATES  (Issued 
in  connection  with  new  dwell¬ 
ings  No.  7 

Totals  ...  518 


2 

1 

1 

3 


4 


50 


6 


In  conclusion  I  wash  to  express  my  thanks  to  your  Medical 
Officer,  Clerk  and  other  members  of  the  staff,  for  their  willing  and 
valuable  assistance,  especially  during  the  difficult  early  months  of 
my  appointment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  HUDSON,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


